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New Bern
Historic New Bern is a charming riverfront 
town tucked away on the banks of the 
Neuse and Trent rivers. It has been called 
one of the 5 best cities in America by 
Good Morning America. New Bern offers 
many unique boutiques, restaurants 
and historic homes for visitors to 
enjoy. History, music and art abound 
with various special events scheduled 
throughout the year. 

In 1710, Swiss baron Christopher de Graffenried founded New Bern, the second oldest 
town in North Carolina. He named the city after his home Bern, Switzerland. In 1895, New 
Bern officially became the “daughter” city of the Swiss capital. The bear, which you will see 
displayed throughout the city, comes from the Swiss city’s name.  

Historic New Bern offers over 150 sites included in the National Register of Historic Places. 
New Bern was the capital of the colonial government and home to the First State Capitol 
of North Carolina, the Tryon Palace. Completed in 1770, Tryon Palace was built by British 
Governor William Tryon and served as the capital building until 1778. Tryon Palace hosted 
many famous Americans, including George Washington.    

New Bern is also known as the birthplace of Pepsi Cola. In 1893 a local pharmacist Caleb 
Bradham invented the recipe, a blend of kola nut extract, vanilla and “rare oils” for what 
was originally called “Brad’s Drink” and in 1898 renamed Pepsi-Cola.

Photo courtesty of New Bern Convention & Visitors Bureau
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August 9, 10, 16, 17 at 7:30pm
August 11, 18 at 2pm
New Bern Civic Theatre • 414 Pollock St.

(Musical) 
Book by John Weidman
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Based on an idea by Charles Gilbert, Jr.
Director: Alan Berger, Producer: Lori Favre,
Music Director: Cora Chadwick

A multiple Tony Award-winning musical - bold, 
original, disturbing and alarmingly funny, Assassins 
is perhaps the most controversial musical ever written. Assassins lays bare the lives of 
nine individuals who assassinated or tried to assassinate the President of the United States. 
This two-act historical “revusical” explores the dark side of American history. Writers 
Stephen Sondheim and John Weidman bend the rules of time and space as the assassins 
throughout American history meet to inspire each other to commit disturbing acts in the 
name of the American dream. The plot revolves around John Wilkes Booth, Lee Harvey 
Oswald, other assassins and would-be assassins from different historical periods as they 
plot to assassinate the president which leads to irreversible historical consequences. Will 
justice be served? Join New Bern Civic Theatre to find out but hold onto your seat. This 
nightmarish roller coaster ride will leave you jolted.  

Assass inSAssass inS

Tickets: Orchestra — Advance: $20, Door: $22, Students & Active Duty Military: 
$12. Balcony — Advance: $17, Door: $19, Students & Active Duty Military: $10. (not 
including sales tax or online service fee). Tickets can be purchased by calling the 

box office at 252.633.0567 or at www.newberncivictheatre.org.
Produced by special arrangement with MTI Shows, Inc.
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This Month
in New Bern History

511 Broad Street • 252.638.8558
newbernhistorical.org

In the 1930’s, comedian and witty political 
commentator Will Rogers was quite popular.  But 
during August of 1933, Rogers wrote a newspaper 
column about New Bern that created a furor. What 
happened and why?

Over the years New Bern became a busy trading 
center and needed governmental services such as a 
post office and courthouse. By the 1930’s the town had 
outgrown the 1897 building at the corner of Pollock 
and Craven Streets, so the U.S. Department of Treasury 
decided to build at a new location on Middle Street.  

The new building was designed by local architect 
Robert F. Smallwood in 1933 and was planned and built using costly decorative materials like 
marble and bronze.  By the time it opened on April 1, 1935 it cost just under $300,000, which 
made it one of the most expensive buildings in eastern Carolina. Quick to spot government 
waste and extravagance, Will Rogers lambasted the cost of the building as well as the 
Congressman who obtained the funding for it, though professing to not know his name.  On 
August 27, 1933 he wrote in a national newspaper column, 

“…how I ever overlooked a town that would demand a mail structure costing $260,249!  Well 
it just shows that I evidently overlooked the metropolis of that fine old state.  This name may 
hit you too as rather unique as your thoughts. Go to a roster of North Carolina citadels. It’s 
New Bern, NC. I repeat that, New Bern.” He then continued, “… an awful lot of people that 
like to write letters for no reason at all, and they seem to be in doubt as to who to write to, 
so I will ask anyone in that state of mental incapacity to please write to New Bern, NC. I hate 
to see a $260,249 post office not be slightly used anyhow. Now naturally the town (or city 
rather) being new to you, you won’t know who to write to. Well in that case I would write to 
their Congressman. I don’t know his name now, but he will become famous in a very short 
time, for he will not doubt have the capitol at Washington moved there.”

Making fun of Congressman Charles Abernathy was one thing, but making fun of the town 
was quite another. Residents flooded Rogers with letters that included Alderman John F. 
Rhodes, whose letter was posted on the front page of the New Bern Tribune on August 
29, 1933. “It is a matter of keen regret that one so well read and extraordinarily traveled 
as yourself should have missed our fair city, the Athens of North Carolina. City Clerk is 
taking steps immediately to see this phase of your education is not longer neglected. You 
will receive literature on New Bern by airmail. We extend you invitation to be present at 
dedication of our post office unless old age prevents you from making trip.”

Rogers did post a public response but it did little to appease the hurt and indignant 
townspeople. Will Rogers did not attend the dedication of the Federal Building nor did he 
ever visit New Bern. It should be noted, however, that in 1973 this architecturally significant 
building was placed on the National Register of Historic Places and still stands proudly today 
at 413 Middle Street.

By Claudia Houston, New Bern Historical Society

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs 
Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
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Explore Middle Street
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529 South Front Street • New Bern, NC 28562
252-639-3500 • www.tryonpalace.org

Mary Somerset and the Globe Amaranth
As a child, I enjoyed spending 
time in the small garden behind 
my grandparents’ white one-
and-a-half story home in a tiny 
Midwest farming town that 
modernity was rapidly leaving 
behind. My grandmother was an 
extraordinary gardener, growing 
a wide variety of flowers that she 
dried and used in arrangements—
straw flowers, statice, yarrow, 
and globe amaranth. I was 
particularly fond of the globe 
amaranth’s colorful, round 
blossoms like so many pink, 
magenta, and purple gumballs. 
When dried, they were just as colorful, and the papery blossoms were fun to touch.

Globe amaranth (Gomphrena globosa) is not native to North America. Rather, it was one 
of the myriad plant species imported into Europe from Central America during the 17th 
and 18th centuries. Key to its introduction into English gardens was Mary Somerset (1630 
– 1715), the first Duchess of Beaufort. 

Twice married and the mother of nine children, the duchess cultivated renowned 
gardens at her estate, Badminton, and London home, Beaufort House. She carried on 
a correspondence with her London neighbor, Sir Hans Sloane (founder of the British 
Museum), as well as other leading natural historians and botanists, comparing notes 
on the plants that they grew from seeds sent from the Americas and across the 
globe. Far from being an amateur, the duchess experimented with her plants, taking 
meticulous notes and even adding corrections to the published botany books in her 
library. She compiled a 12-volume herbarium, consisting of pressed plant specimens 
and notations; these were passed to Sir Hans Sloane and became part of his expansive 
natural history collection.

This year the state of North Carolina kicked off its campaign to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution, granting women the right to 
vote. The theme for the campaign is, “She Changed the World.” Change is sometimes 
invisible, forgotten, seemingly small or insignificant. Mary Somerset was never invited to 
join the Royal Society (the first female fellow was not admitted until 1945), even though 
she corresponded with prominent members. Her herbarium was never published or 
widely circulated. Her gardens at Badminton and Beaufort are no more. And yet her 
legacy lives on, in the brightly colored gumball blossom of the globe amaranth, growing 
in my grandmother’s garden.

For more on Mary Somerset’s contribution to botany, see “Her ‘Diversion’: The Gardening 
and Botanical Pursuits of Mary Somerset, Duchess of Beaufort, Biodiversity Heritage Library. 
https://blog.biodiversitylibrary.org/2019/03/mary-somerset-duchess-of-beaufort.html

Globe Amaranth in the Tryon Palace Gardens. Courtesy of Hadley Cheris.
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The Ice Cream Man: Trent Park, 
Summer 1959

by Edward Ellis, Special Correspondent

Eddie Ellis is an award-winning journalist and historian. He’s the author of
New Bern History 101 and other works on Craven County’s rich heritage. Bear Talk

Somewhere deep in the brain a connection 
is made. The subliminal sound from far off 
in the neighborhood registers and drags 
you from your intense digging in the damp 
sand beneath the willow tree. It’s the ice 
cream man! 

The adrenaline rush fuels your body as you 
spring up and run for home, hoping. Will 
she give you the dime? 

He is closer now. As you approach your 
house you can see the other kids sprinting 
on their own procurement missions, each 
one triggered by the tinky-tink music of the truck bearing fudgesicles and creamsicles 
and popsicles safely through the swelter of summer. Your sandals pound on the side-
walk as you reach your own screen door. Inside, mother can be seen in silhouette at the 
ironing board. The screen door slams. Mama, can I? Can I, please? The ice cream man, 
mama! 

You’ve caught her in a reverie. Who knows what mothers think about as they work? 
What must their daydreams be? She smiles, turns slowly, reaches for her purse. Outside 
the ice cream music is louder. Hurry, mama! He’s coming! you think but do not utter as 
you wait for her to make her way at excruciatingly slow speed through the process of 
retrieving a single silver coin from the myriad items in that old purse. Your body vibrates 
and pulses; bounces up and down. 

At last you see the coin. Almost in slow motion, it comes up glinting amidst lint debris 
clenched between her thumb and forefinger. In a flash it is yours. You grasp it now with 
small fat fingers and, as if propelled by jets, burst from the house triumphant. (A faint 
snapshot of her smile imprints in the recesses of your mind where it will reside for all 
time.) You hit the yard running. Too late! The ice cream man has made the turn. Oh, no. 
But ahead you can see the boys – Ray and Carol and Billy – are going to cut him off. He 
sees them in the rearview mirror and instantly the brake lights flash. Hooray! 

With white uniform, white hat and shiny black shoes, the ice cream man moves from 
the front seat to the refrigerator door in one smooth motion, a chrome changemaker 
jangling at his belt. When the door opens, the smoky cold escapes giving us a little arctic 
blast as we huddle around the ice cream man, hands out to receive our prizes from 
inside the frostbitten compartment.

In moments, the four of us are huddled once more in the willow-shaded sand box, 
tearing at the paper, and licking at the drips that still manage to hit our bare legs. We are 
laughing. Bragging. Teasing. And enjoying our victory. The day is hot. The ice cream is 
cold and sticky. Life is good. 
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If you would like an official bear map, please go to the Visitor Center located 
inside the New Bern Riverfront Convention Center at 203 S. Front Street.

New Bern was settled in 1710 by Swiss and Palatine German immigrants led by Baron 
Christoph DeGraffenried. The new colonists named the settlement after Bern, the 

capital of Switzerland and hometown of their leader. Many years before New Bern 
was settled, Bern, Switzerland was founded by a group of hunters who named the 

city after the first animal they came upon on their hunting expedition...a bear! “Bern” 
is the old Germanic word for bear, and the bear became the symbol of the city. The 
bear symbol was passed along to Bern’s sister city, New Bern, and still serves as the 

city’s mascot with bear flags and statues featured throughout the town.

New Bern celebrated its 300th Anniversary in 2010 by hosting a variety of 
festivities. In honor of the anniversary, over 50 fiberglass, ceramic bears, sponsored 

and adopted by local businesses, were situated throughout the city. Once local 
businesses chose to sponsor and adopt a bear, a year-long process began which 

included selecting a local artist to design the bear’s theme, and designating a display 
location for the bear. Originally, 50 bears were erected and since an additional 11 
bears have been created and positioned at various locations throughout the city.

Spirit II
Location: 318 South Front Street

Craven County ABC Store
Artist: Gee Vee Meyer

Fun Fact: There is a name on the bear’s nose, be sure to look for it!
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The Freshmen

1.75 ounces Hendricks Gin

.25 ounces Pama 

Pomegranate Liqueur 

3-4 Slices of limes

3-4 Mint Leaves

1-2 Slices of cucumber 

Dash Orange bitters

Tonic Water to fill

By Natasha Stalnaker

Muddle limes, cucumber and mint together in the 

simple syrup and dash of orange bitters in bottom 

of a pint glass.  Top this with ice, add Hendricks 

and Pama. Shake vigorously and roll over into a 

fresh pint glass, fill remainder of cocktail with 

Tonic water. Garnish with cucumber slice and 

sprig of mint.

237 Craven St. • Downtown New Bern • 252.649.1838
www.prohibitionnewbern.com • Open 3pm-2am

COCKTAIL OF THE MONTH
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Music events
LIVE MUSIC AT
CAPTAIN RATTY’S
August 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • 6-9pm 
Captain Ratty’s Seafood & 
Steakhouse • 202 Middle St.
Each Thursday, from 6 to 9 pm, 
enjoy live music at Captain Ratty’s 
Seafood & Steakhouse in historic 
Downtown New Bern. The music 
changes each week so be sure to 
check the website for details.
For information, captainrattys.com. 

LIVE MUSIC AT 
PERSIMMONS
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 • 6:30-9:30pm  
Persimmons Restaurant
100 Pollock St.
Eat local and support local music!  
Join us on the deck at Persimmons 
for an evening of music and deli-
cious food, out on the Neuse River 
in beautiful downtown New Bern.

August 1 - Cigar Box Jesus & The 
Revelation
August 8 - Lewis N Clark
August 15 - Steel County Express
August 22 - Whiskey Break
For information, www 
persimmonsrestaurant.net. 

EVENING SERENADE
WITH ALISA MIKE  
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 • 7pm 
City Stage • 901 Pollock St.
Every Thursday, popular local singer Alisa Mike 
serenades us with jazz standards from the Great 
American Songbook, as well as other classics 
through the years and ones in the making. 
Her dynamic vocal range, artistic phrasing 
and interaction with the audience make for a 
delightful evening! 
No cover charge - Artist donations encouraged. Table 
reservations are recommended. City Stage is a private club. 
There is a $1.00 Annual membership fee. For information, 
252.631.5122 or www.CityStageNewBern.com.  

KAROAKE WITH DIANE DEES
August 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • 8-10:30pm 
Blackbeard’s Triple Play Restaurant • 415 S. 
Front St.
It’s karaoke night! The garage doors will be 
open, flags will be flying, and tunes will be 
flowing. Come show us what you’ve got.
For information, www.blackbeardstripleplay.com.

FRIDAY NIGHT HOUSE PARTY 
August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 • 8pm-12am
City Stage • 901 Pollock St.
Cornhole, beer pong, ping pong, horseshoes 
and more! Drink specials all night
City Stage is a private club. There is a $1.00 Annual 
membership fee. For information, 252.631.5122 or
www.CityStageNewBern.com. 
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Music events

MUSIC SATURDAY SESSIONS
August 3 • 1-5pm
Bear Plaza • Middle St.
Local favorite, Pete Pawsey will be 
performing downtown from 1pm-
2:30pm. Sponsored by local arts 
nonprofit FOLKS Journal, courtesy 
of Toyota New Bern. Then, Double 
H Bluegrass will be playing from 
3pm-5pm, NC Songwriter’s Co-op 
musician/band. Sponsored by Swiss 
Bear, Inc
The Saturday Sessions in Bear Plaza are 
rotating music and art weekends located in the 
heart of downtown New Bern, North Carolina. 
Saturday Sessions will run every Saturday until 
Mumfest weekend in October.

THE WILL & TONY SHOW 
August 3 • 7-10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Will & Tony will be bringing their 
unique brand of entertainment 
and variety of rock and originals to 
Brutopia.
For information, 252.631.5142 or
www.brutopiabeer.com. 

THICK MODLINE
WITH HOUSTERINO
August 3 • 8pm–2am
The Garage • 1209 Hwy 70 East
Thick Modine will make their stylish grand 
return to New Bern, on August 3rd. Housterino 
will kick the show off with their debut 
performance. Come out and enjoy domestic 
or craft beer, Arcade and pinball machines, 
and even a VR booth for the gamers.
For information, 252.288.5585 or www.TheGarageNC.com.

PETE PAWSEY AND FRIENDS
August 3 • 8-11pm
The Brown Pelican • 411 Broad St.
Original blues and pop hits of 
yesteryear.
For information, 252.631.5008. 

MADAME Z
August 3 • 8pm-1am  
City Stage • 901 Pollock St.
Madame Z’s Drag Cabaret brings you a 
night of dancing and a floor show you 
won’t soon forget. Always a diverse and 
fun loving crowd.  Always a memorable 
occasion. Come and share in the fun! Table 
reservations go fast so get yours now.
Cover charge: $8. City Stage is a Private Club. There 
is a $1.00 Annual Membership Fee. For information, 
252.631.5122 or www.CityStageNewBern.com.

JAZZ NIGHT
August 4, 11, 18, 25 • 5:30-7:30pm
Persimmons Restaurant • 100 Pollock St.
Eat local and support local music!  Join us on 
the deck at Persimmons for an evening of 
music and delicious food, out on the Neuse 
River in beautiful downtown New Bern.

Alisa Mike - August 4
John Van Dyke - August 11 & 25
Andrea Owens Jazztet - August 18
For information, www.persimmonsrestaurant.net.

GENE GREGORY
August 2 • 7-10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Straight from the coast of North
Carolina is the acoustic music 
of Gene Gregory. You may have 
even seen him on the HBO series, 
‘Eastbound and Down’.
For information, 252.631.5142 or
www.brutopiabeer.com. 
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Music events

SIMON SPALDING
August 5, 12, 19, 26 • 6-8pm
Sara’s Big Apple
1150 Broad Creek Rd.
Simon Spalding will present an 
eclectic program of unplugged 
acoustic music in the back room 
of Sara’s Big Apple, every Monday 
evening in August.

It’s a fun, informal show, as Simon 
shares the history and backstory 
behind his songs and instruments.  
The instruments include the familiar 
(violin, banjo, ukulele), and a 
weekly-changing selection of exotic 
instruments from places including 
Sweden, China, Greece, Tahiti, 
Mongolia, and who-knows-where?
No cover charge. Pizza and a wonderful variety 
of Italian food is available for purchase. For 
information and reservations, 252.636.2555. For 
more on the artist, www.musicalhistorian.com.

JIM KOHLER BLUES
August 5, 12, 19, 26 • 7-9pm 
The Brown Pelican • 411 Broad St.
Come out to hear this fabulous blues band, 
bring your talent and jam.
For information, 252.631.5008.

IRISH MUSIC SESSION
August 6 • 7-9pm
City Stage • 901 B Pollock St.
The session tradition is a 
vital part of the Irish musical 
tradition.  You never know 
exactly who will be there, or 
which tunes will be played, 
on a given evening. The New Bern Irish Music Session has been held monthly since 
1998. The session includes such instruments as fiddle, guitar, mandolin, button 
accordion, and flute, playing Irish jigs, reels, hornpipes, and songs. Audience 
members are welcome to sing along and sit in.
No door charge. Donations for the musicians are welcome. For information, 252.631.5122 or www.citystagenewbern.com.

BIG JIM KOHLER AND FRIENDS
August 7, 14, 21, 28 • 7-9pm 
City Stage • 901 Pollock St.
Join us Wednesdays for a night of blues 
with Big Jim Kohler and friends! With a 
unique style all his own, Jim Kohler is one 
of the last true blues players. Having played 
for over 20 years with blues legends, Jim 
has created a killer sound that everyone 
will enjoy! 
No cover charge. City Stage is a private club. There 
is a $1.00 Annual membership fee. For information, 
252.631.5122 or www.CityStageNewBern.com.  
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Music events

MARK MCKENZIE 
ONSTAGE
August 9 • 7pm
The Garage • 1209 Hwy 70 E
Come out to The Garage for 
great music and a good time!
For information, 252.288.5585 or
www.TheGarageNC.com.

CRAVEN CC TO HOST NC
BAROQUE ORCHESTRA
August 9 • 7:30pm
Orringer Auditorium • 800 College Court
Craven Community College’s Lifetime Learning 
Center (LLC) will host the North Carolina Baroque 
Orchestra (NCBO) Friday, August 9th. They will 
present “The Enchanted Baroque” featuring the 
music of Vivaldi, Telemann, Rameau and others. 
This concert, directed by Frances Blaker, follows 
the orchestra’s third annual summer retreat in 
Eastern North Carolina. During the week-long 
retreat, the orchestra works with the director 
to refine their skills as specialists in baroque 
performance practice. The retreat has become so 
popular that this year there are 30 participants, 
allowing for an exciting and varied concert 
program which includes a Vivaldi concerto for 
four violins, a viola concerto by Graupner and 
several pieces featuring baroque horns, flutes 
and oboes. The NCBO oboe band and flute 
quartet will provide entrance music as audience 
members arrive at the concerts. 
The NCBO was founded in 2011 by sisters and 
musical collaborators Frances Blaker and Barbara 
Blaker Krumdieck to provide opportunities for 
musicians and vocalists interested in exploring 
baroque performance practice in a baroque 
chamber orchestra setting. The orchestra gives 
musicians in North Carolina and the surrounding 
areas an opportunity to work with highly 
experienced experts in the field.
Tickets: $16 for adults, $14 for military/seniors and $10 
for students. Available at www.CravenCC.edu/LLC or 
252.633.2618.

HANS WERNER 
PRESENTS SOPHIE 
SULLIVAN PERFORMING 
PIANO VARIATIONS
August 10 • 2-3pm
Bank of the Arts • 317 Middle St.
Join us for a free concert in the 
Main Gallery at Bank of the Arts, 
featuring Hans Werner and 
student Sophie Sullivan.
For information, 252.638.2577 or
www.cravenarts.org.

BRUCE LYNCH
August 9 • 7-10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Food Truck: Mari’s Hella Fat Food 
from 5-9pm. 
For information, 252.631.5142 or
www.brutopiabeer.com. 

TOMMY DUZAN
August 10 • 7-10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Food Truck: McGrady Grill from 
5-9pm.
For information, 252.631.5142 or
www.brutopiabeer.com. 



AUGUST 2019  NEW BERN MAGAZINE  29



30  NEW BERN MAGAZINE  AUGUST 2019

Music events

FOOTLOOSE ON THE NEUSE – 
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
August 16, 30 • 6:30pm 
Union Point Park • 210 E. Front St.
New Bern Parks and Recreation presents 
the Trent Cadillac GMC “Footloose on 
the Neuse” Summer Concert Series 
featuring:

Friday, August 16th- Lewis and Clark

Friday, August 30th- Adam Pitts

Friday, September 13th- Joe Brown Band
Admission: Free. Bring your blankets and lawn 
chairs. Pets must be on a leash. Sorry, no coolers. 
For information, 252.639.2901. 

MUSIC SATURDAY SESSIONS
August 17 • 1-5pm
Bear Plaza • Middle St.
Don’t miss Wiregrass from 1pm-2:30pm. 
Sponsored by local arts nonprofit FOLKS 
Journal, courtesy of Toyota New Bern. 
And NC Songwriter’s Co-op musician/
band, Ace and T Bone will be playing 
from 3pm-5pm. Sponsored by Swiss 
Bear, Inc.
The Saturday Sessions in Bear Plaza are rotating 
music and art weekends located in the heart of 
downtown New Bern, North Carolina. Saturday 
Sessions will run every Saturday until Mumfest 
weekend in October. 

ED LOVELESS ONSTAGE
August 17 • 7-10pm
The Garage • 1209 Hwy 70 E
Having influences that range from: 
classical, blues, funk, rock, jazz, and old 
soul makes the music unique in range 
and variety. 
For information, 252.288.5585 or
www.TheGarageNC.com.

THE BEARS
August 10 • 7-10pm
The Garage • 1209 Hwy 70 E
THE BEARS have been taking eastern 
North Carolina by storm since 2014, 
playing Top Ten Hits from the Golden 
Age of Rock & Roll, 1955-to-1975.  Janet, 
Steve, Pat, and Simon will get you 
clapping, laughing, singing, and dancing 
the night away!  At a show by THE 
BEARS, you can:
- Jam out as a member of the “Air Bears”
- Play kazoo with the “Tijuana Kazoos”
- Be a “train car” in the “Locomotion 
Express”
- Answer Musical Trivia Questions
- Impersonate Elvis Presley
- Win Fabulous prizes
- Slow Dance, Fast Dance, and 
everything in between
For information, 252.288.5585 or
www.TheGarageNC.com.

ROB LIGHTNER
August 16 • 7-10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Food Truck: Surf Shack Eatery from 
5-9pm.
For information, 252.631.5142 or www.brutopiabeer.com. 

KRISTIE LYNN
August 17 • 7-10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Her music, while hard to classify under 
any one genre, delivers an acoustic 
rock/country and sometimes even 
bluesy feel.
For information, 252.631.5142 or www.brutopiabeer.com. 

GENNA & JESSE RETRO POP DUO
August 23 • 7-10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Food Truck: Frank’s Franks from 5-9pm.
For information, 252.631.5142 or www.brutopiabeer.com. 
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JOE BAES PROJECT
August 24 • 7–10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
The Joe Baes Project will be 
bringing the tunes you know 
and love!
For information, 252.631.5142 or
www.brutopiabeer.com. 

GARY DUDLEY AND
THE MAXXTONES
August 24 • 8–11pm
City Stage • 901 Pollock St.
Come out and hear the best 
classic rock from Eastern 
North Carolina’s premiere 
classic rock band.
For information, 252.631.5122 or
www.CityStageNewBern.com. 

ROCK BOTTOM DEAL
August 25 • 3pm
Riverside United Methodist Church • 405 Avenue “A”
Rock Bottom Deal performs Bluegrass, Gospel, and 
other acoustic music.  Combining vocal harmony 
with the sounds of guitar, fiddle, and bass, Rock 
Bottom Deal will set your toes to tapping, your 
fingers to snapping, and your voice singing along.

- Dave Knight plays guitar and provides most of the 
group’s lead vocals.
- Hal Cameron plays upright bass, and sings tenor or 
baritone.
- Simon Spalding plays fiddle, and sings baritone or 
tenor.  
No admission, but donations to Riverside United Methodist Church 
will be accepted. For information, 252.631.4117.  

PIG-PICKIN’ LUAU
August 31 • 6pm
Attitudes Pub and Grill • 32 Shoreline Dr.
Break out your leis and Hawaiian attire. THE BEARS, 
New Bern’s favorite oldies band, returns to River 
Bend for a Hawaiian Luau. 

Who are THE BEARS?
From River Bend:
- Pat Engeman sings and plays drums. 
- Steve Latimer sings and plays guitar.
From New Bern:
- Janet Montero sings and plays bass. 
- Simon Spalding plays bass, fiddle, and guitar.  
Admission: $15 includes food and band. Food at 6pm, music 
at 7pm. Buffet consists of bbq pig, cole slaw, green beans, 
hushpuppies, dessert and more. For reservations, 252.633.2006. 

OPEN MIC NIGHT
August 31 • 6:30-9pm
Broad Street Christian Church
802 Broad St.
The public is invited to share 
music, poetry, or just come and 
listen.
Admission: Free. For information, 
252.514.2030. 

DARYL LUCAS
August 30 • 7–10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Food Truck: La Cocina Del 
Coqui from 5-9pm.
For information, 252.631.5142 or
www.brutopiabeer.com. 

SAM LEWIS
August 31 • 7–10pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Food Truck: Wingski’s from 
5-9pm.
For information, 252.631.5142 or
www.brutopiabeer.com. 

Music events
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Art events

ARTWALK
August 9 • 5-8pm • Downtown New Bern
ArtWalk is a fun, casual celebration of art and community in downtown New Bern, held 
every second Friday of each month. You’re invited to stroll along the sidewalks, drop in on 
shops and galleries, and dine at one of many fine restaurants and lively taverns on your way.
For information, 252.638.2577.

FIRST SATURDAYS
August 3 • 11am-3pm
Uptown Gallery • 1909 Glenburnie Rd.
Come join us on the “First Saturday” of each month for a sidewalk sale (11am-3pm) 
and art demonstrations (1pm-3pm). We have ample parking and dining nearby for 
your convenience. 
For information, 252.633.6465 or find us on Facebook for updates.

TOUCH & SEE: ARTWORK YOU CAN FEEL
August 9 • 5-8pm
Bank of the Arts • 317 Middle St.
In cooperation with the National Federation for the Blind of North Carolina, Coastal 
Carolina Chapter, Craven Arts Council & Gallery is proud to announce “Touch & See: 
Art You Can Feel” during the Downtown New Bern Artwalk on August 9th, 5pm-
8pm. This event, spread out and hosted by multiple Artwalk locations, will feature 
artwork, activities, and products intended for the blind and visual impaired, as well 
as the sighted. 

Craven County hosts a large blind and visually impaired population, which 
oftentimes goes underserved in many areas, including art. The goal of “Touch & See” 
is to make Artwalk as inclusive as possible, ensure that Craven County’s blind and 
visually impaired community feel welcome, and showcase how art is for everyone. 
Activities will include textural sculptures and paintings, hands on ceramics demos, 
scent and textured based experiences, and more. Participating locations include 
Craven Arts Council & Gallery, the Black Cat Shoppe, Community Artist Gallery 
& Studio, Nautical Wheelers, Mitchell Hardware, Small Batch Graphics & Goods, 
Carolina Creations, and Living Color Ceramics, with more to be announced. More 
information can be found on the August Artwalk card or www.cravenarts .org/
touch—see. 

“Touch & See” was organized in memory of Lotario “Bubba” Dillahunt, Sr, who 
passed away August 9, 2017. A New Bern native, he become fully blind in 2009. 
He attended the Governor Morehead School for the Blind in Raleigh and helped to 
charter and organize the National Federation for the Blind of North Carolina Coastal 
Chapter.
For information, 252.638.2577 or www.cravenarts.org.
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COMMUNITY ARTIST GALLERY
ArtWalk: August 9 • 5-8pm • 309 Middle St.
The Gallery Theme for the month of August is “Splash.” The Gallery’s front window will 
feature art in all mediums. Stop by during ArtWalk for refreshments and live music, by 
jazz singer Alisa Mike .

Community Artists Gallery features three Artists of the month, Leslie Anthony painting 
in oil and Janet Draper painting in pastel, inspired by the impressionists. Shawn Bradley 
makes beautiful wood objects and furniture.

Community Artists Gallery features work from local artists working in various mediums 
as well as two and three-dimensional works, weaving, woodwork, pottery, glass, 
photography, sculpture and jewelry.
The Gallery is non-profit and cooperative, staffed by the participating artists. 
For information, 252.633.3715 or www.communityartistsgallery.org.

Art events

INNER COAST WOODWORKING AND QUILTING
Opening Reception: August 9 • 5-8pm
Exhibit on display August 6-30
Bank of the Arts • 317 Middle St.
This exhibition highlights the talent of local artists 
in two traditional craft fields by presenting a judged 
exhibition. 

Eastern North Carolina has a long history in 
traditional craftsmanship, from the early cabinetry 
shops and hand stitched quilts of the colonial period 
to modern creators working out of homes, garages, 
and community spaces. This exhibition seeks to 
showcase the talent, creativity, and skill of our local 
craftspeople. The exhibition will be judged by Joe 
Clay and Kirsta Meadows, professional craftspeople and instructors in woodworking 
and quilting respectively. Twenty awards will be presented to the artists, based on 
creativity, skill, and overall craftsmanship. Artists include Pollie Howland, Kenneth 
Capps, Naida Koraly, Steven Zawistowski, and others. This exhibition is joint project 
by Craven Arts Council & Gallery and the Arts Council of Carteret County. 
For information, 252.638.2577 or www.cravenarts.org.
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DIRECTOR’S GALLERY: SURVIVOR KNIGHTS
Opening Reception: August 9 • 5-8pm
Exhibit on display August 6-30
Bank of the Arts • 317 Middle St.
Survivor Knights is a collection of artists in a 
variety of mediums utilizing the healing nature 
of art and community to work through traumatic 
experiences. 

Art therapy is defined as “a modality for self-
understanding, emotional change and personal 
growth.” Survivor Knights is a local organization of 
artists working together to foster a community of arts and arts appreciation that allows 
them to work through abuse or medical conditions. 
For information, 252.638.2577 or www.cravenarts.org.

Art events

ARTS ON THE ROAD BUS TRIP
September 6 • Registration Deadline: August 22
Bank of the Arts • 317 Middle St.
Join Craven Arts Council for a fun and rewarding trip to two cultural arts institutions in 
Hampton Roads, Virginia on September 6th! Participants will tour the Chrysler Museum of 
Art in Norfolk and the Portsmouth Arts and Cultural Center in Portsmouth. During the trip 
you’ll have the opportunity to take guided tours of the museums, attend a unique music 
and dance performance, and browse the galleries at your leisure. 

Participants will meet at 7am in the parking lot of Tryon Palace to travel by relaxing 
motor coach to the Chrysler Museum of Art in Norfolk Virginia, a unique collection of 
more than 3,000 objects ranging from the ancient to the contemporary, including an 
extensive glass collection. Participants will be given a 45 minute tour of the museum, 
and then have more than two hours in which to browse the galleries freely, enjoy 
an included boxed lunch, and explore the gift shop. Participants will then travel just 
down the road to the Portsmouth Arts and Cultural Center, a contemporary art space 
featuring rotating exhibitions and public art. After a tour of the museum spaces guests 
will be treated to a performance of Atumpan Edutainment, a nonprofit music and dance 
education group serving the Hampton Roads Virginia area. Participants may purchase 
their own dinner at Roger Brown’s in Historic downtown Portsmouth.  For almost 20 
years this award winning restaurant has served top quality seafood, steaks, and freshly 
prepared food in a relaxing environment. Final departure from Portsmouth will be at 
6pm, with participants arriving back in New Bern at 9pm.
Registration is limited to 54 participants, and may be completed at www.cravenarts.org or in person at Bank of 
the Arts. Cost for the trip is $125 and includes entrance to both institutions, lunch, taxes, and motor coach fees. 
Registration will close August 22nd, or when all seats have been filled. For information, 252.638.2577.

ART SATURDAY SESSIONS
August 10, 24 • 1-5pm • Bear Plaza • Middle St. 
Come join us for a Saturday of Art in Bear Plaza. Various local artists will be featured.
The Saturday Sessions in Bear Plaza are rotating music and art weekends located in the heart of downtown 
New Bern, North Carolina. Saturday Sessions will run every Saturday until Mumfest weekend in October.
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30 SECOND ROCKS - TEAM TRIVIA
August 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • 6:30-9pm
BrÜtopia • 1201 Hwy 70 E
Think you know music? 

Come prove it with our take on a traditional game! We play 30 seconds of a song, 
you mark the song title off on your game sheet! First three rounds, the first person 
to come up with a winning sheet wins a prize from the venue.

1st round: A sampler flight of BrÜtopia beer.
2nd round: A Pint Glass and a BrÜtopia beer.
3rd round: A BrÜtopia beer.
For the final round, the jackpot is a blackout game, and is worth $100-$250!!

So what are you waiting for? Bring your friends and come dance, sing, and rock out 
to 30 Second Rocks!
For information, 252.631.5142 or www.brutopiabeer.com. 

BARBOUR BOATS EXHIBIT
August 1 through January 12 • 9am-5pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
Reinstallation of the popular Barbour 
Boats 2018 exhibit, which unfortunately 
had to be closed for almost 5 months 
because of damage from Hurricane 
Florence. The exhibit lenders have 
generously agreed to extend the loan 
of their museum objects and private 
collection items so that our visitors 
have an opportunity to learn about this 
important New Bern company and their dedication to craftsmanship.

The North Carolina History Center currently resides at the former location of Barbour 
Boats, one of New Bern’s most notable companies. Follow in the wake of Barbour Boats 
from its creation in the 1930s to its closure in 1997, and beyond.
Admission: Free. For information, 252.639.3500 or www.tryonpalace.org. 

MUSEUM STORE
ICED TEA TASTINGS
August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 • 1-3pm
N.C. History Center 
529 S. Front St.
Sip and Shop in the Tryon 
Palace Museum Store every 
Friday in August. Try a new 
iced tea flavor while you shop 
for gifts, jewelry, books, and 
more (while supplies last).
Admission: Free. For information, 
252.639.3500 or www.tryonpalace.org. 

More events
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FIRST FRIDAY: HAIR!
August 2 • 2-3pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
Join us for a tour of women’s 
hairstyles from 1750 through 1870. 
Historic Clothing Interpreter Leslie 
Lambrecht will talk about styles, 
changes in haircare, and the use of 
wigs.
Tickets: $6, Foundation Members Free. For 
information, 252.639.3500 or www.tryonpalace.org.

More events

TASTE OF NEW BERN
August 2 • 7–10pm
Stanly Hall Ballroom • 249 Craven St.
Join us for an event unlike any other. 
This guided tasting and pairing will 
be bringing you all the finest foods 
from the delectable resturants 
that New Bern has to offer. At the 
timeless Stanly Hall Ballroom, we 
will be pairing five local appetizers 
and one dessert with wines from 
around the world. We will also be 
offering a beer with the dessert 
portion of our tasting.

There will be live music & dancing.
Tickets: $75. Includes one plated portion 
from each cuisine selection, one 2oz sample 
of each wine, one 2oz sample of beer and 
one glass of wine of your choosing after the 
seated tasting has ended. For information, 
252.347.5560.

HELLO, DOLLY! 
August 2 at 7:30pm
August 3 at 2pm & 7:30pm
Masonic Theatre • 514 Hancock St.
HELLO, DOLLY!, the blockbuster Broadway 
hit, bursts with humor, romance, high-energy 
dancing, and some of the greatest songs in 
musical theater history. The romantic and 
comic exploits of Dolly Gallagher-Levi, turn-
of-the-century matchmaker and “woman 
who arranges things,” are certain to thrill and 
entertain audiences again and again.
​Tickets: $18 / $10 for students with ID. For information, 
www.rivertowneplayers.org/tickets or Nautical Wheelers.

CHILDREN’S SATURDAY SESSIONS
August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 • 1-5pm
The Next Chapter Books & Art • 320 S. Front St.
The Bank of the Arts • 317 Middle St.
Special Saturday Sessions children’s 
programming is available. On the second and 
fourth Saturdays meet indoors at the The Next 
Chapter Books and Art and on the first and third 
Saturdays meet outside of The Craven Arts 
Council/Bank of the Arts. Children of all ages 
are encouraged to paint #DowntownNBRocks 
and hide them around town.

The Craven Arts Council/Bank of the Arts 
will also be the host location of Saturday 
Session Storytimes held the second and 
fourth Saturdays at 1pm and 3pm. Please join 
us as books about community, nature, and 
neighborhood are shared alongside beautiful 
local works of art on display. 
The Saturday Sessions in Bear Plaza are rotating music 
and art weekends located in the heart of downtown New 
Bern, North Carolina. Saturday Sessions will run every 
Saturday until Mumfest weekend in October. 
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More events
KING OF THE RIVER TOURNAMENT
August 3 • 3-6pm
New Bern Grand Marina Yacht Club • 101 Craven St
The King Of The River fishing tournament is a two-
day event will crown the team that catches an 
Inshore Slam (Trout – Flounder – Redfish) with the 
most weight on the Neuse River of NC.

Our tournament is a family event. We encourage 
everyone to enjoy the fun and excitement of the 
tournament with your spouse, friends, and family.
For information, 252.638.0318.

30 SECOND ROCKS
AT BLACKBEARD’S
August 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 • 9–11pm 
Blackbeard’s Triple Play Resturant • 415 S Front St.
Think you know music? Come prove it with our 
take on a traditional game. We play 30 seconds 
of a song, you mark the song title off on your 
game sheet. First three rounds, the first person 
to come up with a winning sheet wins a prize 
from the venue.
For information, www.blackbeardstripleplay.com. 

NEW BERN
DRUM CIRCLE
August 4, 11, 18, 25 • 6-8pm 
Union Point Park • 210 E. Front St.
The drum circle rhythm serves 
as a universal language known to 
all. This interactive community 
rhythm event serves to bring us 
all closer together. Bring a drum 
or any percussion instrument 
and play with us. A drum circle 
is a fun, family-friendly event 
where people of all levels of 
musical talent come together 
to share their spirit by joining 
rhythmically as a percussion 
ensemble. Everyone participating 
has something to offer the drum 
circle with whatever drum or 
percussion instrument they may 
bring.
Admission: Free. Anyone and everyone is 
welcome.

COASTAL SOLE PUB RUN
August 5, 12, 19, 26 • 6:30pm
The Bruin • 224 Middle St.
Run first, then beer. All paces 
welcome for a 2 mile or 3 mile 
run in downtown New Bern, 
starting and ending at The Bruin.  
For information, 252.631.5187. 

JONKONNU WORKSHOPS
August 6 • 1-3pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
Jonkonnu was a very special celebration for 
enslaved African Americans in North Carolina. 
What is Jonkonnu all about? In the late 1800’s 
people danced in masks and multicolored 
costumes while playing drums and cowbells. 
Each year at Tryon Palace’s Candlelight, this 
colorful tradition is reenacted.

At the workshops, participants will learn the 
dances, songs, and other skills associated with 
Jonkonnu. 
Admission: Free. For information, 252.639.3500 or
www.tryonpalace.org.
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More events
FARMERS MARKET
Open 8am-2pm Saturdays
Open 10am-2pm Tuesdays 
421 S. Front St.
For information, 252.633.0043  or 
newbernfarmersmarket.org.

BEHIND THE SCENES: 
CONSERVATION LAB
August 6 • 2-3pm
Tryon Palace • 529 S. Front St.
Learn about the conservation 
work that is done to the 
artifacts on exhibit in the 
Governor’s Palace, North 
Carolina History Center and 
our historic house museums 
around Tryon Palace 
with Behind-the-Scenes 
tours of the Tryon Palace 
Conservation Lab.

Observe the techniques and 
tools the conservation staff 
uses to preserve items from 
the past to be showcased 
in the present and for future 
generations. Also, guests can 
learn about techniques they 
can use to care for their own 
treasures at home.
Tickets: $6 adults, $3 youth. Space 
is limited on each tour and flash 
photography is prohibited. Tours may 
involve walking and climbing stairs. 
For information, 252.639.3500 or 
www.tryonpalace.org.

FAMILY FEUD TRIVIA
August 6, 13, 20 & 27 • 8pm 
Blackbeard’s Triple Play Restaurant • 415 S Front St.
Try your luck in a fun new twist to trivia! Build your 
team and head on downtown to try your hand.
For information, www.blackbeardstripleplay.com.

TRIVIA NIGHT
August 7, 14, 21, 28 • 7-8:30pm 
The Brown Pelican • 411 Broad St.
Show off your knowledge in a number of 
categories. Bring a team or take on everyone by 
yourself. Fun and prizes from 7-8:30pm.
For information, 252.631.5008.

PALACE POURS:
SHANDIES IN THE SHADE
August 8 • 5:30-7pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
Engage with local history and friends while 
imbibing a selection of craft beers or wines during 
Palace Pours: History After Hours.

Bring your friends and come prepared to enjoy a 
beach themed party as you sip on Shandies and 
play a variety of summer yard games, including 
cornhole, water pong, and horseshoes. 
Tickets: $12. includes flight (3 4oz samples), additional alcohol 
available for purchase. Non-alcoholic beverages also available. 
The beverages being served are still being determined. Palace 
Pours is open to ages 21 and over. For information, 252.639.3500 
or www.tryonpalace.org.
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More events
GARDEN LECTURE SERIES 
August 10 • 10am-12pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
Our August garden lecture series, 
Saturday, August 10, features 
Charlotte Glen, the statewide 
coordinator for the NC State 
Extension Master Gardener Program, 
discussing “Perennials for Pollinators.” 
Are you seeking beautiful, low-
care, flowering plants that will 
return year after year and attract 
pollinators to your landscape? Attend 
this presentation to learn about 
perennials that thrive in eastern 
North Carolina’s challenging climate, 
with a focus on varieties that support 
birds, bees, butterflies and other 
pollinators.

In addition to recommended 
varieties, the presentation will also 
discuss how to select the right plants 
for growing conditions in your yard, 
designing plantings for maximum benefit to pollinators, and share tips for establishing 
and caring for perennials so they will thrive for years to come.

An eastern North Carolina native, Charlotte has studied horticulture and gardened 
in the North Carolina coastal plain and piedmont, Scotland and New Zealand. She is 
an avid gardener with a keen interest in native plants, sustainable landscaping, and 
garden ecology.
Admission: Free. For information, 252.639.3500 or www.tryonpalace.org.

CANDLELIGHT 2019 AUDITIONS
August 10 • 1-3pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
Always wanted to be a part of the Candlelight 
magic? Tryon Palace needs your help. Auditions 
for parts in the 2019 Candlelight will be held 
in Cullman Hall. We’re looking for men and 
women ages 18 and up for speaking and 
nonspeaking roles. Speaking roles are for 
scenes in the 18th and 19th centuries. No 
prepared monologues please; those auditioning 
for speaking roles will do a cold reading.
For information, 252.639.3500 or www.tryonpalace.org.
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More events
MATT WHITE & FRIENDS
August 10 • 8pm 
City Stage • 901 Pollock St. 
Stand up Comedy Showcase with comedian Matt 
White and Friends. Each month Matt White brings 
a group of hilarious comics to City Stage! 

Winner of the “2012 Port City Top Comic” and 
2013 “Carolina’s Funniest Comic”, Matt White’s 
brand of observational humor mixed with improv 
and theatre elements engages audiences and 
leaves them giggling for days.
Cover: $8. City Stage is a private club. There is a $1.00 Annual 
membership fee. For information, 252.631.5122 or
www.CityStageNewBern.com. 

DATE NIGHT MOVIES 
IN THE PARK
August 10 • 8:45–11pm
Union Point Park • 210 E Front St.
Date Night Movies in the Park 
returns to beautiful Union Point 
Park with The Proposal. The 
show starts at dusk.
Admission: Free. Concessions will be 
available for purchase. Please bring 
a blanket or lounge chair and enjoy a 
great movie under the starts. Presented 
by New Bern Parks and Recreation. For 
information, 252.639.2901.

BENEFIT DINNER FOR HONOUR, THE MUSICAL
August 12 • 6pm •O Marks Building • 233 Middle St.
On Monday, August 12, you’ll have the opportunity 
to savor a delicious dinner, enjoy the musings of 
America’s favorite humorist, and support the grass 
roots effort behind the hometown production of 
Honour, The Musical. Written by Bill Hand, with 
music by Simon Spalding, Honour, The Musical 
tells the story of the Stanly-Spaight duel. It also 
reveals the story of Sarah Rice, favored Spaight 
slave, and her son by John Stanly. It is hometown 
story written and presented by hometown talent, 
which has sparked a community-wide effort to 
pitch in and make it a reality. The benefit dinner is 
one way you can help.

You’ll enjoy a delicious buffet of beef tips and grilled 
chicken served with the kind of comfort-food 
sides that made Baker’s Kitchen famous. Acclaimed 
American humorist, Mark Twain, embodied by Bill 
Hand, will entertain while Steve Tyson will emcee 
the occasion. All the proceeds will go to support 
the production of Honour, The Musical.

Event organizer Lisa Lee invites everyone to attend, “Bill Hand uses his talents to help 
so many organizations and people across New Bern. Let’s all come out and support 
him and this great New Bern production.”
Tickets: $50 per person and available at 252.638.8558 or at HonourTheMusical.com. Must be purchased by 
August 5. Honour, The Musical is presented by the New Bern Historical Society in partnership with Craven 
Community College, CarolinaEast Health System and the New Bern Sun Journal. The show is currently in 
production under the direction of Bill Hand and musical direction of Simon Spalding. The premiere kicks off a 
two-weekend run on Thursday, January 23, 2020. Tickets will be available November 1, 2019.   

Bill Hand as Mark Twain will entertain 
at the benefit for Honour, The Musical.
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BEHIND THE SCENES: 
MUSEUM TECHNOLOGY
August 13, 27 • 2-3pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
Rob Jones, Tryon Palace Multi-Media 
Coordinator, will take visitors on 
a tour inside the technology that 
operates the interactive exhibits 
inside the North Carolina History 
Center. Get an in-depth look into 
making history come alive and learn 
how Tryon Palace combines modern 
technology with meeting educational 
goals inside the Pepsi Family Center 
and Regional History Museum.
Tickets: $6 adults, $3 youth. Space is limited
on each tour and flash photography is 
prohibited. Tours may involve walking and 
climbing stairs. For information, 252.639.3500 
or www.tryonpalace.org.

OUTLANDER IN THE 
GOVERNOR’S PALACE
August 17 • 9:15-10:30am
Tryon Palace • 529 S. Front St.
Fans of Outlander series may now travel 
in Claire Fraser’s literary footsteps in the 
Governor’s Palace, located in New Bern, 
the first permanent capital city of North 
Carolina. Meet with the servants who can 
offer enlightenment as to the facts regarding 
Claire’s place within the household, and 
other 18th century news.
Tickets: $15. Ticket quantities are extremely limited. 
Tickets do not include additional tours or access to the 
Tryon Palace Grounds. For information, 252.639.3524 or 
www.tryonpalace.org. 

OUTLANDER HOME
AND HEARTH
August 17 • 4:15-5:30pm
Tryon Palace • 529 S. Front St.
Thinking of joining Jamie and Claire Fraser 
in 18th Century North Carolina? The 
Discovering Tryon Palace series presents 
“Outlander Home and Hearth.” This tour will 
give you the skills you need as you meet the 
Governor’s Cook for a few tips on seasonal 
fare, get advice from our local Apothecary 
or Surgeon, and learn about the fabrics best 
suited for this southern colony with one of 
our on-site weavers. 
Tickets: $15. Ticket quantities are extremely limited. 
Tickets do not include additional tours or access to the 
Tryon Palace Grounds. For information, 252.639.3524 or 
www.tryonpalace.org.

MADAME Z’S AUGUST PRIDE 
August 17 • 8pm-1am  
City Stage • 901 Pollock St.
Madame Z’s Pollock Street Drag 
Family is in the mood to celebrate! 
It’s a dance party and a floor show 
you don’t want to miss. Come and 
discover what everyone is talking 
about. Everyone is welcome. 
Come and celebrate Love with us. 
Reservations go fast so get yours 
now.
Cover charge: $8. City Stage is a Private 
Club. There is a $1.00 Annual Membership 
Fee. For information, 252.631.5122 or www.
CityStageNewBern.com.
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BEHIND THE SCENES: 
COSTUME SHOP
August 20 • 2-3pm
Tryon Palace • 529 S. Front St.
Tryon Palace historic clothing 
interpreter Leslie Lambrecht will 
lead a tour of the historic Jones 
House with a brief description of 
the house and then through the 
Tryon Palace Costume Shop on 
the first floor of the house. The 
costumer will discuss historical 
clothing research, the sewing 
techniques used in the past, and 
current projects for upcoming events.
Tickets: $6 adults, $3 youth. Space is limited on each tour and flash photography is prohibited. Tours may 
involve walking and climbing stairs. For information, 252.639.3500 or www.tryonpalace.org. 

STEDMAN GRAHAM AND ROBERT J. BROWN
“LESSONS ON LEADERSHIP AND IDENTITY”
August 22 • 7-9pm
N.C. History Center
529 S. Front St.
While our identity starts with 
us, authors Stedman Graham 
and Robert J. Brown will 
offer specific knowledge and 
directions on how can we 
identify leadership and our 
own identity.

Stedman Graham will discuss 
his latest book, “Identity 
Leadership,” and discuss how 
a leader is unable to lead 
others until he or she can 
first lead themselves. The more you work on yourself, the better you can give to those 
around you. Graham will give his own prescriptive on how to guide based on his own 
philosophy.

Robert J. Brown will discuss his memoir, “You Can’t Go Wrong Doing Right,” and share 
his story of how a child of poverty rose to the White House and helped change the 
world. Brown believes the pivotal moments in life are the lessons that help us think 
differently about success and how we share that knowledge with each other.

After the lecture, join us for a reception and book signing. Both books will be available 
for purchase in the Tryon Palace Museum Store.
Tickets: $20. For information, 252.639.3524 or www.tryonpalace.org.
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More events
STUFF THE BUS
August 24 • 10am–2pm • Walmart Stores
As school begins, school supply lists are made 
available to students and parents, but not 
all students are able to arrive the first day of 
school with the items required to put them on 
the road to success; some parents simply can’t 
afford to purchase the items needed.

To assist those students, Partners In Education 
(PIE), in partnership with Craven County 
Schools, will have bright yellow school buses and colorful totes set up in front of the three 
Walmart stores in Craven County. Generous shoppers can donate school supplies for 
students who have been identified as in-need by their school counselors and principals.

A shopping list will be available the day of the event, at www.CravenPartners.com, and 
is listed on the individual schools’ websites.

For those who can’t make it to the event, feel free to drop off school supplies year-round 
at the PIE office, located in the Craven County Schools Central Services office at 3600 
Trent Rd.

If you know a student in need of school supplies, contact the principal at your student’s 
school. All items collected are distributed through the school counselors and principals.
For information, 252.514.6321, or Darlene.Brown@CravenK12.org or www.CravenPartners.com.
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END OF SUMMER 90S BASH
August 24 • 12pm–11:55pm
The Garage • 1209 Hwy 70 East
Last weekend before school starts so we’re celebrating it with the 90s. Trivia, decor, 
music, tv sitcoms, we’re gonna have whatever we can come up with so come join the 
fun. Dress up if you want, but not required.
For information, 252.288.5585 or www.TheGarageNC.com.

PUBLIC SAFETY
COMMUNITY DAY
August 24 • 10am-4pm
Tri-Community Fire Department
200 Saints Delight Church Rd. 
A Day of Safety Education - From 
how to operate a fire extinguisher 
correctly to a demonstration of 
how someone can be rescued 
from a car accident. How to 
control bleeding, Ambulance and 
Helicopter displays. There will be hot dogs and soda, a 50/50 raffle and a raffle for 
a Henry Golden Boy Rifle with the proceeds to benefit the fire department. Come 
join us for a day of safety education and a great time. As always, we are accepting 
applications to volunteer. No experience needed, training available at no cost.
For information, 252.633.3200. 

LIVE AND LOCAL: TRYON PALACE BEER FESTIVAL
August 24 • 5-9pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
Tryon Palace and the Tryon Palace 
Foundation are celebrating Eastern North 
Carolina’s best brews at the second annual 
“Live and Local: Tryon Palace Beer Festival” 
on August 24th. This exciting event will 
exclusively feature local breweries, a local 
wine shop, locally-owned food trucks, and 
live music performed by local artists in the 
Hyundai of New Bern Party Tent! 
Tickets: $25: Adult 21+. $8: Designated Drivers 21+. This 
event is 21+ only. IDs will be checked before entrance. 
Festival Ticket includes cover charge, 16 oz souvenir 
glass, and a sample punch card so you can wet your 
whistle with some delicious tasty samples. Samples are 
limited to one, two ounce sample per beer vendor and a 
half ounce sample of wine. If you love what you taste, you will have the option to purchase full pours from 
the vendors. For information, 252.639.3524 or www.tryonpalace.org.
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NEW BERN FOAM & WATER WAR REMATCH
August 25 • 1:30–3:30pm 
Union Point Park • 210 E. Front St.
New Bern’s first water war and foam party was a huge success. So who is ready for a 
rematch? This time, we plan to have two wars side by side — one for kids section and 
one for adults. Fun for all ages.
Tickets: $5. For information, 252.639.2901.

More events

THE GOONIES
August 29 • 5:30-8pm
N.C. History Center • 529 S. Front St.
The Tryon Palace Children’s Summer Movies Series 
Presents: The Goonies

Never say die! This 1985 classic holds a special 
place in our hearts. It is a story about a band of 
adventurous kids who take on a development 
company which plans to destroy their homes to 
build a country club. When the children discover 
an old pirate map in the attic, they follow it into an 
underground cavern in search of lost treasure, but 
run into plenty of dangerous obstacles along the way.

“The Goonies” is sponsored by Pedego Electric Bikes 
of New Bern. Join Pedego Electric Bikes of New Bern 
for a slow ride through downtown New Bern, beginning at 4:30 p.m. at the North 
Carolina History Center, and ending at NCHC before doors open. Riders of all ages 
welcome. Advanced bike reservations are appreciated. Make your reservations at 
252.631.9443. 

This film was rated PG in 1985. Today, though it’s still PG, we hold it to the PG13 
definition. It runs approximately 1 hr 54 min.
Admission: Free and seating will be determined on a first come, first served basis. Doors open at 5:30pm; 
the movie will begin at 6pm. Join us before the movie for a meet-and-greet with a Pirate. Beverages with 
lids and dry foods welcome. For information, 252.639.3500 or www.tryonpalace.org.

STANLY-SPAIGHT DUEL
August 31 • 4-6pm
New Bern Academy • 508 New St.
On September 5th, 1802, a prominent New Bern 
lawyer met his political rival, a former State 
Governor, in a lethal duel on the streets of New 
Bern. Step back in time to an era where a man’s 
personal honor was his most cherished quality 
and any incursion on this prized value could 
result in fiery and violent retribution. Watch the 
drama unfold before your eyes in a gripping reenactment of this fateful day.

*Demonstration will include black powder firings, which are loud and sudden. 
For information, 252.639.3500 or www.tryonpalace.org.
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Tours of New Bern
The rich history of New Bern comes to life with the Historic Heritage Walking Tours-a 
series of self guided tours you’ll love to follow. You can experience the war-ridden 
past of this quaint community. Explore the architectural beauty of our homes. Immerse 
yourself into the charm of our Southern way of life. You can travel through the settings 
found in many of Nicholas Sparks’ best-selling novels. There is truly no better way to 
experience the history of New Bern. 

Walk to Remember Tour: Guides you through fifteen distinct landmarks taken from Nicholas 
Sparks’ best selling novels and serves as a memorable way to get to know New Bern.
African American Tour: Chronicles the rise of a proud race from slavery to independence 
and prominence.
Architectural Walking Tour: Take a distinct look into the vast architectural history of New 
Bern, which was founded in 1710 by a Swiss nobleman. 
Churches & Cemetaries Tour: New Bern is blessed with an abundance of beautiful, 
historic churches, all within walking distance of downtown New Bern.
Civil War Tour: New Bern is surrounded by a wealth of Civil War history, making it an 
important player on the stage of Civil War landmarks.
Historic Homes Tour: If you like history, fine architecture and the gracious ambience of 
Southern living, you’ll be charmed by these lovely residences.
Revolutionary War Tour: Experience first-hand the history of Tryon Palace and learn the 
stories that helped the country earn its independence.

Tours can be found online at www.visitnewbern.com.
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Oriental
Oriental – on the Neuse River’s north shore at the cusp 
of Pamlico Sound – is a picturesque, commercial fishing 
village, although many know this intriguing place as the 
Sailing Capital of North Carolina! 

Where else will you discover just 900 residents 
surrounded by a whopping 2400 boat slips? The town’s 
majestic harbor is home to a variety of shrimp boats and 
fishing trawlers – and fresh seafood is abundant. 

Oriental is also known for the annual Dragon Boat Festival, 
always scheduled for the second Saturday in August at 
Grace Harbor Marina of nearby River Dunes. There’s a 
local ‘Dragon Masters’ club of paddlers who practice 
from April until October. The group proudly possesses its very own dragon boat, named Miss Minerva!

The community also hosts kayak enthusiasts, cyclists, birders, and is a popular gathering spot for a variety 
of artists, potters, great musicians, and the intriguing Oriental History Museum. Forget your watch – and 
maybe even your cell phone – when you visit. According to ancient Indian legend, this is the spot where 
‘water meets the sky’ and the area’s laid back lifestyle is remarkable!

Oriental is blessed with a variety of places to spend one or more nights. There are two quaint, waterfront 
motels, and B&B’s that are fabulous. Gift shops are exceptional, and there’s even a women’s fine apparel 
shop brimming with classic and casual outfits. The restaurants feed plenty of folks – especially during the 
warm weather months. You’ll enjoy seafood, Southern home cooking, great steaks, a well-stocked deli, and 
award winning pies by Ms. Sil.

Here is a place like none other! Small town charm, friendly people, water everywhere, and old-fashioned 
fun all evolve into a lovely frame of mind that locals refer to as ‘River Time.’ Do yourself a favor and visit 
Oriental soon. Spend a day here, or maybe even a lifetime!

Photo courtesy of PS Productions, New Bern
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Oriental

New Village Brewery • 702 Broad St. 
Throughout summer 2019, the brewery 
hosts a different food truck every Friday 
and Saturday for both lunch and dinner 
service and brunch every other Sunday.  

• Aug 2: Food Truck Friday! with Surf 
Shack Food Truck, Noon - 7:30pm

• Aug 3: Shazam Wingz n Thingz Food 
Truck, Noon - 7:30pm

• Aug 9: Food Truck Friday! with Gorham’s 
Cafe Food Truck, Noon - 7:30pm with 
live music by Seth and Sara Brand.

• Aug 10: What’s the Dilla? Food Truck, 
Noon - 7:30pm

• Aug 16: Food Truck Friday! with Mari’s 
Hella Fat Food Truck, Noon - 7:30pm.

• Aug 17: Salty Sistas Food Truck, Noon - 
7:30pm.

• Aug 23: Food Truck Friday! with Kaci 
Creole Food Truck, Noon - 7:30pm

• Aug 24: Salty Sistas Food Truck, Noon - 
7:30pm, with live music by The Pinkerton 
Raid, 6-8pm.

• Aug 30: Food Truck Friday! with Mc-
Grady Grill, Noon - 7:30pm.

• Aug 31: PCC Foundation Fundraiser BBQ, 
with food served at 6pm and live music 
by Brant Island Strings 5:30 - 7:30pm.
For information, thenewvillagebrewery@gmail.com 
or visit www.newvillagebrewery.com or events page 
on Facebook. Taproom Hours: Wednesday and 
Thursday 3-9pm, Friday and Saturday 12-10pm, and 
Sunday 2-6pm. 

DRAGONS BREATH REGATTA
August 3-4 • Oriental
The Oriental Dinghy Club a weekend of 
races for boats 20 feet and longer at the  
Dragons Breath Regatta.
For information and registration,
www.orientaldinghyclub.com.

OPEN MIC NIGHT
August 7, 14, 21, 28
The Silos Restaurant • 1111 Broad St.
Join us every Wednesday as local musicians 
make music on The Silos stage.
For information, 252.249.1050 or
www.silosnc.com

FARMERS’ MARKET
Saturdays • 8:30-11:30am
Hodges Street between
South Water and the harbor
Find fresh produce, eggs and baked goods 
as well as plants and artisans’ work. The 
mix of vendors varies every week.
For information, Bob Lyon at lyon28571@embarqmail.com.

ONE DESIGN & PHRF REGATTA 
August 10-11 • Oriental 
Join us for our second annual Bow to 
Stern Regatta for two great days of sailing, 
food, fun, and awards. This is a chance 
for all sailors of all ages and experience to 
get into a real regatta. If you need to use 
a boat, looking for crew, or a captain, we 
can help. Plan on arriving Friday evening, 
set up camp, and enjoy the peaceful 
surroundings on Smith Creek.

The captains meeting will start at 9am on 
Saturday with instruction and guidance. 
The race gun will be at 11am, with racing 
till around 3pm. Brantley’s Restaurant will 
be serving up their famous fried chicken 
with all the sides. Entertainment will be 
provided with plenty of fun for everyone. 
Next morning back on the water around 
10am, racing till 1pm, followed by awards 
for all deserving.
For information, 252.249.2424 or
info@BowToSternBoating.com
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ORIENTAL DRAGON BOAT RACE AND FESTIVAL
August 10 • Grace Harbor at River Dunes in Oriental

A Community “Paddles Together” To Raise Funds for Worthy Causes

Oriental celebrates it’s Tenth year of the Oriental Dragon Boat Race 
and Festival  at  Grace Harbor  in River Dunes. A beautiful, protected 
and safe venue for our 300 meter dragon boat races. August 10th 
events begin at 9am with The Running of the Oriental Dragon, a 
parade of teams, welcoming remarks and the Dotting of the Eye 
Ceremony to awaken the Dragon. Races start at 10am. There will 
be tents with seating for spectators, great food throughout the 
day, children’s activities, great dragon boat racing and our awards 
ceremony at 4pm.             

The Dragon Boat Races are a part of the traditional Chinese 
festival each year with a history of more than 2,000 years. This 
ancient tradition has evolved into festivals and races around the world including international 
championship races. Today, over a million paddlers take part in annual dragon boat races and 
festivals all over the world.  

Worldwide, the biggest appeal to those who participate in Dragon boating is how easily people of 
any ability and age can participate. It is considered the “ultimate” team sport for those new to the 
sport and the avid paddlers. People who never considered themselves athletes love the thrill, the 
teamwork in the connectivity of the team – Winning a medal is always a plus too! You’re giving 110 
percent, but mostly it’s about everyone getting together, having fun and working together to support 
a good cause. The dragon boat crews vary in makeup, style, intensity and purpose. Representing all 
ages from teens (12) to senior citizens (oldest last year 87), along with all races and experience levels. 
We have teams in many categories Military Men and Women, Cancer Survivor Teams, Youth Teams, 
Club Teams, Non-Profit Teams, Community Teams and Corporate Teams.

The Dragon Boat Race Teams “paddle” to raise funds to support the work of local non profit teams by donating 
fundraising proceeds raised to respective teams: Hospice Dragons, Dragons with a Cause, New Beginnings 
and JoJo Working. The Oriental Dragon Boat Festival also supporting raising funds this year for: Pamlico County 
Fishes and Loaves, Pamlico County Community Foundation, Heartworks and The Wounded Warriors. 

But to support our Pamlico County Fishes and Loaves, we ask you
to bring a canned food item. Our goal is 1500 lbs of canned food.NO ADMISSION FEE!

There is still time to get in 
on the fun! Form a team 

or join the race as an 
individual paddler or just 
come out for the day to 
encourage the teams as 

they race! For information, 
orientaldragonboat.com 
or call Flora Moorman 

252.675.9424

Photo courtesy of Terry McCune

Photos courtesy of PS Productions, New Bern.



AUGUST 2019  NEW BERN MAGAZINE  75



76  NEW BERN MAGAZINE  AUGUST 2019

Oriental
ZOE & CLOYD
August 17 • 7:30pm • Old Theater • 609 Broad St.
The Ol’ Front Porch Music Festival and The Old 
Theater combine talents for a joint fundraiser 
featuring Zoe & Cloyd.

Hailing from opposite ends of the Appalachian 
mountains, Zoe & Cloyd is renowned fiddler and 
vocalist Natalya Zoe Weinstein and award-winning 
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, and vocalist 
John Cloyd Miller. Their show is as diverse as their 
upbringing: coming from a lineage of klezmer and 
jazz musicians, Natalya trained classically in her 
home state of Massachusetts before moving south in 2004. John, a twelfth generation 
North Carolinian and grandson of pioneering bluegrass fiddler, Jim Shumate, is a 1st 
place winner of the prestigious Chris Austin Songwriting Contest as well as an Artist 
Fellowship recipient for songwriting from the North Carolina Arts Council.

As long-time fixtures of the Asheville, NC music scene, Zoe & Cloyd delight audiences of 
all ages with soaring harmonies and heartfelt songwriting, seamlessly combining original 
folk, country, old-time and bluegrass with sincerity and zeal.
Tickets: Advance - $22. Available at Nautical Wheelers or online. Tickets will be $25 at the Old Theater Box Office 
the night of the show. This is a Special Event/Fundraiser, therefore, no discounts will be available. For informa-
tion, www.oldtheater.org.
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Oriental
MERMAIDS INVADE ORIENTAL
August through September
History Museum • 802 Broad St.
The museum announces its new exhibit featuring 
mermaids of all types, shapes, and sizes. Mermaids 
became popular because Hans Christian 
Anderson’s story The Little Mermaid. However 
mermaids, sirens, and mermen have been around 
since the time of ancient Greece. Visit the museum 
and learn about mermaids in mythology, literature, 
and film while taking a look at the mermaid 
collections from several area residents. 
Admission is always free, donations gratefully accepted. Hours: 
Fri 11-3, Sat 1-4, Sun 1-4. For information, museum@dockline.net

PLACES TO STAY
BED & BREAKFASTS/INNS
The Inn at Oriental
508 Church St. • 252.249.1078
www.innatoriental.com

HOTELS
Oriental Marina & Inn
103 Wall St. • 252.249.1818
www.orientalmarina.com 
River Neuse Suites
201 Mildred St. • 252.249.1404
www.riverneuserentals.com

OPEN JAM SESSION 
Third & Fifth Thursdays • 6pm
Pamlico Community College
Hwy 306 between Grantsboro and Arapahoe
An informal gathering for any and everyone. Bring 
your instrument, voice or just come listen.
For information: Denise Meyerson at 252.249.1851 ext 3113 or 
dmeyerson@pamlicocc.edu.

GREENS CREEK 
CHALLENGE REGATTA 
August 31 • Greens Creek
Boats 20 feet and under will race 
on Greens Creek  for the 26th 
Annual Greens Creek Regatta.
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